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United Nations that includes Lions Clubs
International aid and volunteers for—

(1) the United Nations International Chil-
dren’s Emergency Fund;

(2) the World Health Organization;

(3) the United Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organization; and

(4) other humanitarian projects;

Whereas, in 1957, the Leo Clubs youth pro-
gram of Lions Clubs International was estab-
lished to provide young people with the op-
portunity for personal development through
volunteer work;

Whereas, as of March 2017, there are ap-
proximately 157,000 Leos and 600 Leo Clubs in
over 200 countries and geographical areas
worldwide;

Whereas, in 1968, the Lions Clubs Inter-
national Foundation (referred to in this pre-
amble as ‘“‘LCIF’’) was established to assist
Lions Clubs International with global and
large-scale local humanitarian projects;

Whereas LCIF has given more than
$826,000,000 in grants to support the humani-
tarian work of Lions Clubs International;

Whereas, in 1972, LCIF awarded its first
grant, in the amount of $5,000, to assist flood
victims in South Dakota;

Whereas, in 1977, Lion Jimmy Carter be-
came the 39th President of the United
States;

Whereas, in 1985, LCIF awarded its first
Major Catastrophe Grant, in the amount of
$50,000, for earthquake relief in Mexico;

Whereas, in 1986, Mother Teresa accepted a
Lions Humanitarian Award;

Whereas, in 1987, Lions Clubs International
amended its bylaws and invited women to be-
come members, and women are now the fast-
est growing group of new members in Lions
Clubs International;

Whereas, in 1990, LCIF
SightFirst, an initiative that—

(1) assists Lions Clubs International in ac-
tivities to restore eyesight and prevent
blindness on a global scale; and

(2) eventually raised more than $415,000,000
to target low vision, trachoma, river blind-
ness, childhood blindness, diabetic retinop-
athy, and glaucoma;

Whereas, in 1995, LCIF began a partnership
with the Carter Center, led by former Presi-
dent and Lion Jimmy Carter, to combat
river blindness in Africa and Latin America,
and by 2003, LCIF and the Carter Center had
provided 50,000,000 river blindness treat-
ments;

Whereas, in 2001, LCIF partnered with the
Special Olympics on Opening Eyes, an initia-
tive to provide vision screening for Special
Olympics athletes;

Whereas, in 2002, Lions Clubs International
chartered a club in China, which became the
first voluntary membership group in China;

Whereas, in 2007, the Financial Times
ranked LCIF as the best nongovernmental
organization worldwide with which to estab-
lish a partnership;

Whereas, in 2011, LCIF awarded its 10,000th
grant, bringing the total amount awarded to
grant recipients by LCIF to $708,000,000;

Whereas, in 2013, LCIF partnered with the
GAVI Alliance to protect millions of chil-
dren from measles and rubella in 2013;

Whereas LCIF committed $30,000,000 for
immunizations, an amount matched by part-
ner organizations;

Whereas, in 2013, with the support of Lions
Clubs International and the Carter Center,
river blindness was eliminated in Colombia;
and

Whereas, in 2014, Lions Clubs International
launched the Centennial Service Challenge, a
global initiative to serve 100,000,000 people
around the world: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates Lions Clubs International
on its 100th anniversary on June 7, 2017;

launched

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(2) recognizes Lions Clubs International for
100 years of promoting community service
and humanitarian assistance;

(3) encourages Lions Clubs International to
continue to emphasize the values of commu-
nity service and improving the community
for all individuals; and

(4) applauds Lions Clubs International for
instilling in young people the value of com-
munity service.

————

CONGRATULATING AND HONORING
FERMI NATIONAL ACCELERATOR
LABORATORY ON 50 YEARS OF
GROUNDBREAKING DISCOVERIES

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 187, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 187) congratulating
and honoring Fermi National Accelerator
Laboratory on 50 years of groundbreaking
discoveries.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I further
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

187) was

—————
ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, JUNE 8,
2017
Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 9:30 a.m., Thursday, June 8;
further, that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed; further, that following leader
remarks, the Senate resume consider-
ation of the motion to proceed to Cal-
endar No. 110, S. 722, postcloture; fi-
nally, that all time during recess, ad-
journment, morning business, and lead-
er remarks count postcloture on the
motion to proceed to S. 722.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that
it stand adjourned under the previous
order, following the remarks of Sen-
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ators WYDEN, MERKLEY, PETERS, and
SANDERS.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Vermont.

HEALTHCARE LEGISLATION

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, in the
U.S. Senate, it is the Parliamentar-
ian’s office that determines whether a
reconciliation bill is in compliance
with the rules of the Senate. That is
not the function of the chairman of the
Budget Committee. If it were, we could
save taxpayers’ money and get rid of
the Parliamentarian’s office, but that
is not what we should be doing.

I am extremely concerned, therefore,
that the chairman of the Budget Com-
mittee, in an apparently unprecedented
manner, appears to have made that de-
termination himself with regard to the
Trump-Ryan healthcare bill that was
passed several weeks ago in the House.
As 1 understand it, the Parliamen-
tarian has made a narrow ruling with
respect to the jurisdiction of a provi-
sion in this bill that would eliminate
healthcare subsidies for low-income
Native Americans.

I look forward to hearing from the
Parliamentarian as soon as possible on
the broader ruling on whether the
Trump-Ryan healthcare bill is in com-
pliance with the instructions contained
in the budget resolution requiring this
bill to save at least $1 billion in the
HELP Committee and at least $1 bil-
lion within the Finance Committee.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER
TILLIS). The Senator from Oregon.
HONORING THE HEROES OF THE PORTLAND
ATTACK

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, Senator
MERKLEY and I have come today to-
gether to discuss our resolution hon-
oring the heroes of the Portland at-
tack. On May 26 in Portland, our home-
town, our community lost two very
brave people: Ricky Best and Taliesin
Myrddin Namkai-Meche. They stood up
courageously against terrorism and for
core American and Oregon values of
tolerance and freedom.

Along with Micah David-Cole Fletch-
er, who was seriously injured, these
three extraordinary Samaritans
stepped in to protect two girls who
were being terrorized on public transit
by a man menacing them because he
thought they were Muslim. These three
Oregon heroes did not run when they
saw danger. Instead, these three ad-
vanced toward the danger.

I paid my respects last week at the
beautiful memorial that my fellow
Portlanders created at the transit sta-
tion where this attack occurred. I can
assure my colleagues that the message
of the memorial could not be more
clear: The heroes of Portland stood up
to terror, and we ought to be willing to
call out the hate and the evil they con-
fronted.

So today, I join with our friend and
colleague Senator MERKLEY to express

(Mr.



S3344

our deepest condolences to the fami-
lies, the friends of the victims, so that
we can all make clear how much we ap-
preciate them and how grateful we
are—and we all are—to be able to stand
with the two girls who were being ter-
rorized and to support all community
efforts to overcome hatred and bigotry
and violence.

As a son of parents who fled the
Nazis, I know full well what hate
speech is all about. There must be zero
tolerance for hate speech and violence
because otherwise you give it room to
fester and grow. Hate speech and vio-
lence must have no place in Oregon or
anywhere else in our great Nation.

With these three Oregon heroes for-
ever in our memories, we must and we
will recommit to fighting hate, vio-
lence, and terrorism every chance that
we have. We urge adoption of this im-
portant resolution.

I yield to my friend and colleague
Senator MERKLEY.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I
thank my friend and colleague Senator
WYDEN for submitting this resolution. I
am proud to partner with him as we ad-
dress this senseless, deadly attack that
occurred back home in Oregon just 12
days ago.

Robert Kennedy once said: ‘“We must
recognize that this short life can nei-
ther be ennobled or enriched by ha-
tred.”” We have been reminded of that
in this part of our history in the last
year and a half in which we have seen
acts of hatred flourishing across the
country, preying on divisions among
parts of our society. It is incumbent on
all of us to call out the unacceptability
of hate speech and certainly to work to
bring unity where there has been divi-
sion.

This all came together in dramatic,
deadly fashion on the MAX train when
a man spouting hatred and anti-Mus-
lim rhetoric accosted two young
women sitting on the train. Three men
stood up and sprang into action and
told him that was unacceptable.

I wish we could turn back the clock
and have the incident stop right there
with that intervention. These men, by
being willing to stand up in that set-
ting, are champions of justice. They
were saying that this is unacceptable.
They were saying that it must stop.
But then this confrontation turned
deadly, with the man spouting the hate
speech pulling a knife, stabbing all
three of these champions, killing two
of them, and nearly killing the third.
These individuals, Rick Best and
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Taliesin Myrddin Namkai-Meche, paid
with their lives. The third individual,
Micah David-Cole Fletcher, came very
close to losing his as well.

We have been holding the families in
our hearts and in our prayers. The
community came together and had a
vigil and another ceremony at the Mus-
lim educational center and at the fu-
nerals to let the families know that,
across Oregon, people are carrying
them in their hearts and prayers. Cer-
tainly, one of those prayers was for the
full recovery of Micah David-Cole
Fletcher. He is back on his feet, and it
is just a beautiful thing to see that he
is out of the hospital. He spoke very el-
oquent words that I would like to share
with you. In the days after the attack,
he said:

I want you to imagine that for a second,
being the little girl on that MAX. This man
is screaming at you. His face is a pile of
knives, his body is a gun, everything about
him is cocked, loaded and ready to kill you.
There’s a history here with this. You can feel
that this has happened before. And the only
thing that was different was the names and
faces.

Micah continued. He said:

And then a stranger, two strangers, three
strangers, come to your aid, they try to help
you, and that pile of knives just throws itself
at them. Kills them.

Well, this was an extraordinarily
traumatic experience for these young
girls simply to be accosted on the train
and all the more so to see that those
who came to their rescue were stabbed,
with two of them dying and the third
badly injured.

Our hearts are, again, so connected
to the families. We must have a deter-
mination as a society to put healing
where there has been division, to put
empathy where there has been antip-
athy, to replace hatred with a connec-
tion, with a love.

Robert Kennedy said in that same
speech when he was commenting on the
fact that nothing has ever been enno-
bled or enriched by hatred—he contin-
ued to say this:

But we can perhaps remember—if only for
a time—that those who live with us are our
brothers, that they share with us the same
short moment of life, that they seek—as do
we—nothing but the chance to live out their
lives in purpose and in happiness, winning
what satisfaction and fulfillment that they
can.

Can’t we come together as a society
and enable each person to be able to
live out their lives in purpose and hap-
piness and set aside this divisiveness
and this hatred?

I hope on this occasion, as we honor
the incredible heroism of the three
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men who sprang into action and as we
mourn the loss of two of them, that we
all will dedicate ourselves to this pur-
pose of creating a connection, creating
unity, and creating respect and that we
shall see the banishment of hate speech
and hate violence.

Thank you, Mr. President.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, we yield
back the remainder of our time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

(The remarks of Mr. PETERS per-
taining to the introduction of S. 1308
are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I yield
the floor.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate stands adjourned until 9:30 a.m. to-
morrow.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:47 p.m.,
adjourned until Thursday, June 8, 2017,
at 9:30 a.m.

——————

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

RYAN MCCARTHY, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE UNDER SEC-
RETARY OF THE ARMY, VICE PATRICK JOSEPH MURPHY.

PATRICK M. SHANAHAN, OF WASHINGTON, TO BE DEP-
UTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, VICE ROBERT O. WORK,
RESIGNED.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

JEFFREY BOSSERT CLARK, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN AS-
SISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL, VICE JOHN CHARLES
CRUDEN.

THE JUDICIARY

ALLISON H. EID, OF COLORADO, TO BE UNITED STATES
CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE TENTH CIRCUIT, VICE NEIL M.
GORSUCH, ELEVATED.

RALPH R. ERICKSON, OF NORTH DAKOTA, TO BE
UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE EIGHTH CIR-
CUIT, VICE KERMIT E. BYE, RETIRED.

DABNEY LANGHORNE FRIEDRICH, OF CALIFORNIA, TO
BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT
OF COLUMBIA, VICE REGGIE B. WALTON, RETIRED.

TIMOTHY J. KELLY, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
TO BE UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA, VICE ROSEMARY M. COLLYER, RE-
TIRED.

TREVOR N. MCFADDEN, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, VICE RICHARD J. LEON, RETIRED.

STEPHEN S. SCHWARTZ, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A JUDGE
OF THE UNITED STATES COURT OF FEDERAL CLAIMS
FOR A TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS, VICE LYNN JEANNE
BUSH, TERM EXPIRED.

MICHAEL P. ALLEN, OF FLORIDA, TO BE A JUDGE OF
THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR VET-
ERANS CLAIMS FOR THE TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS, VICE
BRUCE E. KASOLD, TERM EXPIRED.

AMANDA L. MEREDITH, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A JUDGE
OF THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR VET-
ERANS CLAIMS FOR THE TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS, VICE
WILLIAM A. MOORMAN, RETIRED.

JOSEPH L. TOTH, OF WISCONSIN, TO BE A JUDGE OF
THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR VET-
ERANS CLAIMS FOR THE TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS, VICE
LAWRENCE B. HAGEL, RETIRED.
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